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Dear All, 

   As I am writing this letter we are all living in the hope of gradually emerging from the Covid   

crisis and there is still much uncertainty about when things might begin to return to normal, 

when we can all visit our families again, perhaps have a long-awaited holiday and begin to enjoy 

a greater degree of freedom. 

   Over recent weeks as people have tried to cope with the strain of Lockdown, many around the 

Circuit have expressed to me just how much they have been looking forward to Easter and how 

they have made that their focus. And many have found that the anticipation of better things to 

come has sustained them and given them the encouragement that they have needed to get 

through the difficult weeks of isolation and monotony.   

    This sense of looking forward to better things is also woven very clearly into the Easter story.  

Jesus understood that it’s easier to endure a season of trial if there’s an end in sight and He 

spent His last evening before His suffering comforting His disciples and pointing them towards 

the blessings to come. And He shared a promise with them that although they would weep and 

mourn and grieve their grief would turn to joy, ‘Truly I tell you, you will weep and mourn while the 

world rejoices. You will grieve but your grief will turn to joy.’  And He even reinforced this promise 

by arranging where He would meet them after He rose from the dead, ‘When I am raised up I will 

go before you into Galilee’. 

    And as they shared the Passover meal together Jesus set before Himself and His disciples the 

joy of the coming Kingdom when He told them that He would not ‘drink again of this fruit of the 

vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.’ He pointed them to that 

future time when they would all drink of the new wine together in the Kingdom. 

    But as the harrowing events of Friday began to unfold so the disciples’ faith began to ebb 

away and by Sunday they expressed their sense of disappointment, ‘We had hoped that he was 

the one who was going to redeem Israel’. 

    And the message for us from the Easter account is that when things are dark and difficult we 

should hold on to God’s promises and stand firm and He promises to bring us through all these 

things.  

   I am going to leave you now with the words of Jesus to His disciples from Luke’s Gospel when 

He told them a parable to encourage them to have faith and not be discouraged and He said 

that we are to ‘always pray and not lose heart’.  

   I trust that this Easter season will be a source of great blessing to you as you experience a   

renewed joy and sense of hope. 

Every blessing, Glenda. 



Please send items for the  May newsletter by the  29 April 2021 to Penny Moon, Circuit Administrator  

office@airedalemethodists.org .  Please send email to Penny if you wish to receive  the Newsletter by email.  

 

YOUTH EVENTS DURING  APRIL over Zoom  

AWESOME KIDS (at 6.30 pm)                                                           

Monday 12 April and  Monday 26 April 

GIFT (At 6.30 pm )      

Tuesdays 6th, 13th 20th and 27 April                                               

 

 FAMILY QUIZ OVER ZOOM   

 SATURDAY  17 APRIL  AT 4 PM 

Details from Claire Corp 

Claire Corp (clairecorp@hotmail.com) 

GAMES TOGETHER  

Thank you to all that are supporting me and joining my 

zoom GAMES TOGETHER. 

I have only done 2 so far and both gone to plan with lots 

off fun and laughter. On my first GAMES TOGETHER I got a 

little nervous at the start but soon pulled myself together 

and all ended well. I’m very happy with a good turn out 

with different ages, young and old.  It would be nice to see 

some new faces join us. If you haven’t joined us before 

please email me for the zoom link, everyone is welcome. 

You don’t need any board games to be able to join in just 

yourself and maybe a pen and piece of paper from time to 

time.  

My GAMES TOGETHER nights are every other Thursdays at 

6:30 till 7:30. 

My next zoom meeting are on 

8th April 6:30 till 7:30 

22nd April 6:30 till 7:30 

Please contact me for more information and zoom link 

gamestogether2021@gmail. Com 

Look forward to seeing you all 

Many thanks Matthew Watson 

 

HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED IF YOU 

MIGHT VOLUNTEER FOR A LAY ROLE IN 

CHURCH LIFE, OR EVEN EXPLORE ORDAINED MINISTRY 

OR PAID LAY WORK? 

 If you have a sense that God might be nudging you 
in to a role in church life, but you’re not sure and you 
don’t want to make a fuss at church, then you can 
come to this event and meet people from other 
churches. 

 It is a place where there are no ‘silly’ questions 

How it works: 

We have some ‘books’ committed to be at the event. 

Local Preachers, Administrators, Stewards (circuit and 

church), Presbyters, Deacons, Children Youth & Families 

Workers, Global Mission Partners, Pioneer or Planters, 

Chaplains, Youth Reps, Youth President and other young 

adult leaders.  

 ‘Readers’ visit the ‘books’ in breakout rooms, and 

the ‘books’ share their stories, and the ‘readers’ can 

ask questions and together they engage in a          

conversation. 

 The event is 10-12 on 22nd May 

 There will be up to 3 breakout room opportunities, 

and 3 times of prayer all together (we will be          

engaging with 3 different styles of discernment    

prayer) 

If people only want to ‘read’ one book, they can visit that 

book 3 times, or they can head off after they have ‘read’ 

the book. It is very flexible. 

www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/vocations/living-

library/ 

Please book places via www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/living-

library-tickets-141975914783 

Please contact Alison Ransome if there is anything else it would be 

helpful to know ransomea@methodistchurch.org.uk  

You may be interested in the  session below run 

by Canon Gordon Dey  
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